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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

On your mark … get set … walk!
Do you know any-

one training 
for a marathon, 

half-marathon or 
10K? If they are com-
plete novices, it is likely 
that they are doing a 
lot of walking along 
with their running. Did 
you know that walking briskly provides 
80 percent of the benefits of running? 
“Walk before you run” would seem to be 
good advice for the novice runner.

“Walk before you run” is good advice 
also in one’s spiritual life. I find that 
many people face the same struggle 
with their spiritual exercise as they do 
with their physical. “I can’t run a mar-
athon, so I won’t start walking,” is the 
physical equivalent of saying, “I don’t 
understand the whole Bible, so I won’t 
start reading it at all,” or “I can’t pray 
for 20 minutes, so I won’t pray for two 
minutes.”

Can I offer some simple suggestions for 
discipline and growth in your spiritual 
life? What I’m about to lay before you is 
definitely “walk before you run,” but it 
will be healthy for your faith!

The Bible
You can look at the stars and the 
flowers and know there is a God, but 
the only way to be introduced to the 
one true and living God is in His own 
revelation of Himself in the Bible. God 
is not silent. He spoke through the 
prophets, then finally through His Son, 

Jesus, and that speaking 
is recorded for us in the 
Bible. We are people of the 
Word.

Just start. Pick a book. 
The Gospel of John or the 
Gospel of Mark are great 
places to begin. Read one 
Psalm every day. Start to-
day! Ten minutes per day 
is a great beginning.

Prayer
There is no mystery to 
prayer. Jesus has brought 
us into a relationship with 
God, and so we converse. 
We talk about our day, our 
hopes, our dreams, our concerns and 
our frustrations as we would with any 
good friend.

The key to prayer is simply to begin. 
Find a prayer “place,” a comfortable 
chair during a quiet time of the day. 
Set apart five to 10 minutes. Use some 
tools to help you focus your prayers. 
Lutheran Service Book and Portals of 
Prayer have fine prayers for your use 
throughout the week. Some people use 
a list of things they will pray for every 
day: family, our nation, church, friends 
in need, this week’s challenges and 
blessings, your own spiritual growth. 
Make a list of three or four things you 
want to pray for every day, then make 
an appointment to find your quiet place 
and pray.

Worship
One of the simplest but most important 
moves we can make in our spiritual life 
is the shift from “going to church” to 
“worshiping the Lord.” Understand that 
you are meeting Jesus in worship as 
He comes to you with His undeserved, 
never-ending love in the absolution, 
the Scripture readings, the sermon, the 
Lord’s Supper and the benediction.

On Saturday evening, or on Sunday 
before you leave home, anticipate 
meeting Jesus in worship. Pray a little 
prayer that God will bless your pastor 
with strength, wisdom and joy in his 
preaching and teaching, that the Divine 
Service will be a blessing to all who 
gather, and especially that all the wor-

See MESSAGE, page 2
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MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

CALL INFORMATION
ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Craig Grams, St. John, 

Groton, accepted the call of pastor 
from St. John/Zion, Groton/Ando-
ver, July 11.

▶  The Rev. Peter Kurowski, St. Paul, 
California, Mo., accepted the call of 
pastor from Zion/St. John, Canisto-
ta/Montrose, July 9.

▶  The Paul Winckler, assistant pastor, 
Zion, Rapid City, accepted the call of 
associate pastor from Zion, June 13.

▶  The Rev. Terry Makelin, St. John, 
Pilger, Neb., and First Trinity, Wayne, 
Neb., accepted a call from St. Paul, 
Freeman, June 27.

▶  Dan Barbey, Intentional Interim 
Ministry (IIM) pastor, accepted a call 
from Faith, Lincoln, Neb., June 25.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Dr. Jacob Bobby, First 

shipers will meet Jesus in the service.

This Sunday, make the move. Don’t 
simply go to church. Worship the Lord. 

Trinity, Bloomfield, Neb., received a 
call as senior pastor from Mount 
Calvary, Huron, July 18.

▶  The Rev. Ryan Loeslie, Immanuel, 
Merna, Neb., received a call as pas-
tor from Immanuel, Dimock, July 24.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Adam Parvey, Redeemer, 

Springfield, Mo., declined a call of 
associate pastor of Discipleship from 
Memorial, Sioux Falls, June 25.

▶  The Rev. Jason Duley, St. Paul, 
Arlington, Neb., declined a call as 
assistant pastor from Zion, Sioux 
Falls, July 13.

▶  The Rev. Garen Pay, Peace, Alcester, 
declined the call of pastor from 
Peace, McCook, Neb., June 28.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/St. 

John

▶  Delmont/Tripp, Zion/Emmaus

▶  Dimock, Immanuel

▶  Freeman, St. Paul

▶  Howard, St. John

▶  Huron, Mount Calvary

▶  Leola, St. Paul

▶  Marion/Parker, Bethesda/First 
English

▶  Midland/Norris, St. Peter/St. John

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (assistant pastor)

Main Street Living (MSL), the television ministry supported 
by the South Dakota District, was organized on Sept. 12, 2001. 
JoAnn Meyer, Jim Nord and Tim Vanderpan were with MSL 
from the beginning, but they recently retired from their service 
on the Board of Directors. MSL honored them with a special 
supper and gifts of recognition on June 9 at Crave in Sioux Falls.

Meyer served as board treasurer, while Nord will remain as the 
“voice of MSL,” which he has been since the ministry’s inception. 

All of them gave valuable support and counsel for the formation 
and continuing of this God-blessed ministry of God’s Word to 
the region. Thank you, JoAnn, Jim and Tim!

MSL honors retiring 
board members

From left, Tim Vanderpan, 
JoAnn Meyer and Jim Nord.

Don’t just listen to the prayers. Pray. 
Don’t just listen to others sing. Sing, 
even if what comes out of your mouth 
is more like joyful noise to you than it 
is joyful song. It is music to the Lord’s 
ears!

Ready? On your mark, get set, read 
God’s Word, pray and worship!

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“… not ashamed of the Gospel.” 
Rom. 1:16, 16:25–27
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You are 
God’s child
On Thurs-

day 
mornings 

I attend a Bible 
study. I wanted 
to get in some 
time at my job be-
fore going to class 
today. Getting 
ready, I felt like I 
was in the cartoon 
Family Circus. 

I found myself getting distracted from 
my routine, going from one sponta-
neous task to another. Finally, I was 
ready to go (about an hour later than I 
had hoped). I got into the car and went 
down the street. Whoops! I forgot my 
sweater and I usually need it inside 
with the air conditioner on. So I turned 
around and went back home to get it. 

OK, back on the road and down the 
street. No! I forgot my phone — which 
I need for work — and it has my Bible 
on it for study. So I turned around 
again. I got into the garage and looked 
at the rider’s seat in the car. There was 
my phone. Sometimes I just have to 
laugh at myself, or roll my eyes. 

Do you ever have days like this? No 
matter how good my intentions and 
how hard I try, I often fall short of my 
expectations. If I let my abilities and 
expectations define who I am, I would 
be known as a failure. 

Thanks be to God, who said, “Lisa, you 
are my child. I love you. I forgive you. 
You are mine. I will be with you wher-
ever you go.” 

“See what kind of love the Father 
has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we 
are.” 1 John 3:1

He says this to you also! Let’s let our 
lives be defined not by what we do, but 
by what God has done for us — through 
Jesus.

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

My name is Megan Fair, Young 
Woman Representative (YWR) 
from the South Dakota District. 
I was so blessed to be chosen to 
attend the wonderful LWML 
37th Biennial Convention in 
June in Albuquerque, where 
we also celebrated the LW-
ML’s 75th anniversary. As 
some of you heard, many of 
us from South Dakota had an 
interesting “bus experience” 
that I wouldn’t take back in a 
heartbeat. We had some great 
laughs!

Our days in Albuquerque 
consisted of registering and 
checking out the exhibits. I was 
blessed to find my childhood 
youth leader, Barb Schaer, who 
was also on this year’s ballot 
(for vice-president of Commu-
nication). It was awesome con-
necting with 81 YWRs through-
out the United States. It was 
an amazing experience sharing 
our ideas and exchanging our 
creative traditions throughout 
our societies.

The highlight of this experi-
ence was to see how big of an 
impact our nickels and dimes 
— in those little mite boxes we 
collect each month — had on 

From left, Lisa 
Asmus, distrcit 
LWML presdi-
ent; and YWRs 
Megan Fair 
and Pamela 
Baker. The star 
quilt banner 
was made by 
Harvest Wind 
LLC on the 
Rosebud Indian 
Reservation 
and designed 
by Nyla Jurens. 

71 countries over the years. We 
raised millions of dollars; and 
as He has requested us to do, 
we are making a difference in 
the world, spreading the Good 
News and being the hands and 
feet of Jesus. 

I’m proud to be a part of this 
organization and can’t wait to 
see the many more things we 
will do, and many more coun-
tries and people we will help 
along the way.

Megan Fair 
St. Peters Lutheran Church, 
Wentworth

Memorable 
trip for YWR

The Rev. Dan Domke, senior pastor 
of Mount Calvary, Huron, will be the 
presenter for our fall Christian Life 
Workshops in Black Hawk on Sept. 15; 
in Pierre on Sept. 16; in Yankton on 
Oct. 6; and in Aberdeen on Oct. 7.

His topic will be “Marriage and Family: 
God’s Plan,” with registration beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. Please plan to come for 
this time in God’s Word while sharing 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ.

Debbie Sattgast
Vice-President of Christian Life

Marriage, family topic for workshop
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Empty
“He must 
increase, but I 
must decrease.”  
John 3:30

You might be 
surprised to hear 
that I’ve had what 
I would call some 
good “empty” 
moments this 
summer. Typi-
cally we think 
of emptiness as 
a bad thing, but 
it doesn’t always have to be that way. 
What a joyous feeling it was when in 
July we made it to our Circuit Bible 
Camp campsite, and the trailer was 
completely empty from the kids taking 
all their gear out of it for us. 

Indeed, it was nice to see the trailer 
empty! An empty office is a good thing 
because it means I’m out and about 
traveling to an LWML convention, with 
our youth, with the congregation, or go-
ing with family to some destination, or 

maybe even embarking on one of those 
South Dakota pheasant hunts we’re so 
well known for. So there’s certainly a 
number of good forms of “empty” I am 
refreshed to see and experience. 

And yet in the Christian journey, there 
are undoubtedly those moments when 
we feel empty and dried up. King David 
writes about this feeling in Psalm 22, 
which we also know to be Messianic in 
nature as it points us to Christ. King 
David writes: “My strength is dried up 
like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks 
to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of 
death.”

Talk about being empty! Ultimately 
this psalm points us to the One who 
was completely emptied for us. Jesus’ 
strength was emptied on the cross and 
through everything it took for Him to 
march the hill to get there for us. He 
was laid in the dust of death for us. His 
dignity was emptied for us. His life was 
poured out for us. For those days and 
moments when you feel completely 
hollowed out and empty, like you’ve got 
nothing left and are emptier than ever, 
just remember the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ, was poured out unto death for 
you, poured out to fill you up with God’s 

incredible love for you!

Christ transforms your emptiness into 
a vessel, which brings God glory. On 
those hollow days, may your prayer to 
the Lord be especially meaningful and 
honest. May you fill someone else up — 
encourage, love, serve! In your baptism, 
you are filled with all the promises of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion declares all God’s promises to you. 

The cross of Christ would be a sad and 
tragic story had death fully won. We 
know that the body of the Son of God 
was placed in a tomb, and that tomb 
was filled with the corpse of a dead 
Jesus. But three days later, the tomb 
was … you got it! Empty! So too the 
cross was empty. And Jesus was made 
alive and lives and reigns to this day as 
He is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father. 

“So, pour us out Oh Lord. Empty us out 
of all those sinful and worldly desires 
that would pull us away from you. Fill 
us up with your love so that we may 
fill others with the love Jesus has for 
them.”

We are a people sent forth by the love 
of God. We are emptied of who we are 
so that Christ may fill our lives and His 
name be glorified. He must increase, 
we must decrease. For I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.

God’s blessings as you live for the King!

My name is Pamela 
Baker and I was a Young 
Woman Representative 
selected to attend the na-
tional LWML Convention 
in Albuquerque, N.M., 
last month. This con-
vention was such a joy to 
attend, especially during 
the 75th anniversary 
celebration. I was able to 
connect with other YWRs 
from across the country, 
attend the convention activities and 
attend worship with more than 3,000 

of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

My highlight of the trip 
was seeing how each 
member of the LWML is 
so important. Each person 
alone may save only a few 
dollars a month in their 
mite box, but together, we 
as the LWML can make a 
huge impact on the world. 
In the 75 years the LWML 

has been an organization, they have 
funded mission grants in 71 countries 
around the world. Even during the 

four short days the conference was in 
session, the LWML had a huge impact 
in raising money and gathering items 
for missions. 

At this conference I learned that even 
though I may live in South Dakota, I 
can make an impact in my church, my 
community and the world. I am proud 
to be a member of the LWML and I 
can’t wait to serve His church and do 
His work wherever I may go. 

Pamela Baker
Mount Calvary Lutheran Church,
Brookings

Gifts from state have worldly impact

Rev. Joshua  
Baumann
LWML District  
Counselor
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Chamberlain  
Zone 
report

Greetings! 

Our zone consists of treasured 
women from Chamberlain, Gregory, 
Murdo, Norris, Presho and Winner. 
Patti Greenseth of Murdo is our sec-
retary/treasurer, Sharon Ring of Nor-
ris is our archivist/historian, Susan 
Swanson of Chamberlain is our vice 
chairman and I am the chairman. 

The Rev. Adam Welton of Presho is 
our counselor. June Ring was our 
delegate to the national LWML con-
vention in Albuquerque and we look 
forward to hearing her report at our 
fall workshop in Presho. 

Blessings to everyone on the rest of 
our hot South Dakota summer and 
we look forward to helping at the 
State Fair over Labor Day.

Deb Faber, Murdo

Celebrating 75 years 
in Watertown
Mount Olive LWML, Watertown, 
challenged the congregation to pro-
vide 75 pairs of new socks or under-
wear to celebrate the 75th birthday 
of LWML. The congregation brought 
103 pairs of socks and 55 pairs of 
underwear!

In addition, the LWML received a 
$250 Thrivent Action Team grant 
and used it to purchase 72 pairs of 
socks and 78 pairs of underwear. 
The goal was surpassed four times … 
praise God!

On the final collection day, the 
humorous sketch “Divine Opinion 
on Lawn Care” was presented to the 
congregation following worship. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this 
fun entertainment and then joined in 
fellowship and cupcakes.

Scenes from the convention

Top two photos: The delegation of 
the LWML South Dakota District 
made it to Albuquerque, N.M., for the 
LWML 37th Biennial Convention June 
22-25. 

Third from top: The Diamond Dazzle 
Parade featured LWML district 
presidents, Young Woman Represen-
tatives and pastoral counselors.

Left: At right is Louise Tshikumbi, the 
district’s first Heart to Heart Sister, 
and Kay Nelson, her interpreter.
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By Rev. Caleb Schewe
Pastor, Our Saviors, Wilmot, and  
Trinity, Corona

Right to life? That’s what God 
intended. More than that, the right 
to life was never a question! God 

gave life from Himself: 
“The Lord God formed the man of 
dust from the ground and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living crea-
ture.” GEN. 2:7

Life was inherent in creation because 
life is inherent in the Creator. Creation 
was to have no death.

Man chose for himself the right to 
death. “In the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die” (Gen. 2:17). No 
longer was the guarantee to life man’s 
health plan; he chose a culture of death. 
His first death was the shame of sin, 
alienation from God. His second death 
was physical. Man made for himself the 
right to die.

The culture of death has reigned 
supreme among us. From time to time 
death is viewed as a horror. Most of the 
time it’s entertainment, poetic, practical, 
even an affordable option. That’s not 
to say this is anything new. It is to say 
we’ve become overwhelmingly com-
fortable with death. Death was once 
the expected visitor only at the end of a 
long life. Our culture now holds death a 
welcome guest at the beginning.

Who has the right to define life and 
death? Is it the creature or is it the 
Creator? Who has the right to determine 
life and death? The made or the Maker? 
God defines life on His own terms and 
despite our evolving vocabulary, the 
“Word of the Lord 
endures forever” (1 
Peter 1:25).

What does God 
decide to do with 
rebellious man? How 
does He deal with 
the separation of sin? 
The wonderful news 
is that God works for 
life, as it is meant to 
be! He still forms, 
creates and fashions. 
The gift of life within 
the womb is declared 
in Ps. 139:13:

“For you formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb.” 

Womb to the tomb, God’s will is life. Life 
how? Eternal life. God’s will is that not 
one perish in sin, but that all be saved.

Yes, true life began in the womb. God 
brings life through the One conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary. 
God brings life through the One who was 
baptized. God brings life through the 
One who took bread the night He was 

handed over. God brings life through 
the One who endured bitter suffering 
and death on the cross. God brings life 
through the One who was sealed in the 
tomb.

The open mouth of the tomb declares, 
“You have life with God.”

Do we have a right to eternal life with 
God? Even after sin? Yes! Jesus has paid 
the price for all of your sins! Some sin 
certainly weighs heavily on the con-
science. If you are plagued with such a 
burden, I do encourage you to confess 
that sin to a pastor so that you can hear 
specific forgiveness. 

The devil cannot overcome the comfort 
of the Gospel. Grasp firm the promise of 
Jesus given you in Mark 16:16:

“Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved.” 

So also the promise written in Rom. 6:4:
“We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, 
we too might walk in newness of 

life.” 

The death and resur-
rection of our Lord 
give you life!

Dear Christians, the 
right to life is not 
something we create. 
It’s already given to 
us. You have that 
right, womb to tomb. 
It’s inherent in who 
God is and what He 
does as Creator. The 
Father, who sent His 
only begotten, has 

brought life from a culture of death. 
Your sins are put away. Fall before His 
cross and behold your salvation. And 
with Mary, Martha, Peter and John, 
behold the glory of the empty tomb. By 
the glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
we know that eternal life is ours.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

(Rev. Schewe serves as pastoral advisor 
to Lutherans For Life of South Dakota.)

‘You 
have 
life 
with 
God’

God brings 
life through the One 
who endured bitter 
suffering and death on 
the cross. God brings 
life through the One 
who was sealed in the 
tomb.”

More Lutherans For Life news appears on the 
next page.
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Prayer 
requests

Sept. 3: Pray for all those who toil that God 
would bring forth good fruit from their labor.

Sept. 10: Pray for God’s guidance and answers 
for those who are unemployed.

Sept. 17: Pray for blessings of a bountiful 
harvest that God would provide food for all who 

hunger.

Sept. 24: Pray for employers, bosses, man-
agers, CEOs and all in positions of authority 
in the workplace, that they be kept free from 
corruption and greed, seeking to serve their 
neighbors in need.

Conference  
sponsorships  
available
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota 
will sponsor up to 12 young adults 
(ages 14 to 35) who attend the Re-
gional Lutherans For Life Conference 
Oct. 21 in Lincoln, Neb. This includes 
travel, lodging on Friday night (as 
needed) and conference registration. 
Recipients will be taken on a first-
come, first-served basis.

For more information, contact Jill 
Johnsen at jjohns8@yahoo.com or 
605-354-0147.

Divine Shepherd, Black Hawk, dedicated a 
large addition, including a new worship area 
and early-childhood center, on June 4. 

Laborers for Christ, a ministry of Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund, helped with the 
construction. 

The congregation also observed its 30th 
anniversary. 

Blessings at Divine Shepherd
The altar body is 
made of red cedar, 
representing the 
blood of Christ and 
the top is made 
of white maple, 
representing our 
sanctified life; holi-
ness. The commu-
nion rail consists 
of black walnut, 
representing our 
sinfulness; red 
cedar, representing 
the blood of Christ; 
and white maple, 
representing the 
sanctified life; 
holiness.

Below left: Clergy present for the celebration were, 
from left, the Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher, Divine 
Shepherd pastor; the Revs. Lloyd Redhage and David 
Schwan, Divine Shepherd’s first and second pastor, 
respectively; and the Rev. Scott Sailer, South Dakota 
district president.

Below right: Some of the members of the building 
committee, from left, Michael Reiprich; Jim Roling, 
Rick Rathert and Sturzenbecher.

SEPTEMBER:  
FOR LABORERS
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MISSION RECEIPTS

LCMS South Dakota District Congregational Year–to–Date Report of Mission Receipts
for the six months ending July 14, 2017, compared to the six months ending July 14, 2016

City, Congregation Comm.   2017  6 months  6 months      Avg/Per     Comm. 
 Members   Intention 2017  2016   2017          2016 City, Congregation Comm.   2017  6 months  6 months      Avg/Per     Comm. 

 Members   Intention 2017  2016   2017          2016

Circuit A — Aberdeen
Aberdeen, Our Savior  329  5,000  4,022  3,637  12.22  11.05 
Aberdeen, St. John   88  12,000  8,385  8,553  95.28  97.19 
Aberdeen, St. Paul  820  42,000  22,720  22,215  27.71  27.09 
Andover, Zion  110  –  745  1,310  6.77  11.91
Britton, St. John  153  6,000  6,525  –  42.65  –   
Columbia, St. John  125  7,300  3,795  3,595  30.36  28.76 
Cresbard, Concordia  55  2,000  2,180  3,236  39.64  58.84 
Ferney, St. Paul  168  4,000  4,000  2,000  23.81  11.90 
Groton, St. John  284  15,000  12,510  10,822  44.05  38.11 
Leola, St. Paul  73  500  200  –  2.74  –   
Mansfield, Trinity  277  23,500  12,471  13,118  45.02  47.36 
Stratford, St. Paul  49  4,000  1,000  1,000  20.41  20.41 
Wecota, Immanuel  80  6,475  4,549  3,919  56.86  48.99 
Circuit A Totals  2,611  $127,775  $83,102  $73,405  31.83  28.11

Circuit B — Watertown  
Aurora, First English  22  1,500  1,324  1,566  60.18  71.18 
Brookings, Mount Calvary  339  30,000  8,926  10,264  26.33  30.28 
Brookings, Peace  167  –  4,710  5,525  28.20  33.08 
Corona, Trinity  137  2,000  965  1,591  7.04  11.61 
Flandreau, Redeemer  42  3,000  1,500  1,500  35.71  35.71 
Milbank, Bethlehem  67  500  –  –  –  –   
Milbank, Emanuel  882  32,000  16,244  10,842  18.42  12.29 
Revillo, St. John  133  8,000  4,382  5,476  32.95  41.17 
Sisseton, Emanuel  156  4,400  1,018  876  6.53  5.62 
Watertown, Mount Olive  376  28,840  14,420  14,000  38.35  37.23 
Waubay, Zion  118  2,400  2,272  2,479  19.25  21.01 
White, Zion  108  3,500  1,927  2,208  17.84  20.44 
Wilmot, Our Savior  160  4,500  1,750  1,050  10.94  6.56 
Circuit B Totals  2,707  $120,640  $59,438  $57,377  21.96  21.20

Circuit C — Pierre        
Blunt, Trinity  40  –  1,500  1,000  37.50  25.00 
Draper, St. Paul  26  –  500  500  19.23  19.23 
Gettysburg, Emmanuel  220  –  –  –  –  –   
Harrold, Immanuel  32  500  250  250  7.81  7.81 
Lebanon, Christ  16  –  385  180  24.06  11.25 
Midland, St. Peter  40  3,000  1,994  2,947  49.85  73.68 
Murdo, Messiah  105  3,000  1,400  800  13.33  7.62 
Norris, St. John  64  –  345  436  5.39  6.81 
Onida, Holy Cross  116  1,600  –  800  –  6.90 
Pierre, Faith  1,574  41,000  20,496  20,308  13.02  12.90 
Presho, Zion  128  1,400  –  –  –  –   
Reliance, Trinity  40  –  –  –  –  –   
Rosebud, Rosebud Mission  –    –  736  994  –  –   
Seneca, St. Paul (closed)  9  –  –  130  –  14.44 
Circuit C Totals 2,410   $50,500  $27,606  $28,345  11.45  11.76

Circuit D — Huron        
Doland, Redeemer  43  2,000  1,000  1,500  23.26  34.88
Howard, St. John  139  –  –  –  –  –   
Huron, Mount Calvary  777  70,000  22,846  28,095  29.40  36.16
Madison, Our Savior  324  2,500  2,125  1,960  6.56  6.05 
Redfield, Messiah  140  500  –  –  –  –   
Wessington Springs, Zion   59  650  650  –  11.02  –   
Wolsey, St. John  201  13,400  4,610  4,703  22.94  23.40 
Woonsocket, Mount Olive  8  –  –  –  –  –   
Circuit D Totals  1,691  $89,050  $31,231  $36,258  18.47  21.44

Circuit E — Black Hills        
Black Hawk, Divine Shepherd  380  –  –  –  –  –   
Creighton, Emmanuel  53  –  355  643  6.70  12.13
Custer, Our Redeemer  152  –  1,500  4,297  9.87  28.27 
Deadwood, Grace  104  2,600  1,083  1,517  10.41  14.59
Hill City, Our Savior  34  –  –  –  –  –   
Hot Springs, Bethesda  335  7,175  3,608  3,500  10.77  10.45 
Philip, Our Redeemer  50  –  150  –  3.00  –   
Rapid City, Bethlehem  622  26,877  13,438  15,852  21.60  25.49 
Rapid City, Our Redeemer  119  1,800  750  900  6.30  7.56 

Rapid City, Peace  493  20,000  9,191  9,504  18.64  19.28 
Rapid City, Zion  1,116  8,500  4,300  4,250  3.85  3.81 
Spearfish, St. Paul  351  40,000  40,000  37,324  113.96  106.34 
Sturgis, Blessed Emmanuel  48  600  1,155  728  24.06  15.17 
Wall, First    254  2,100  2,100  2,100  8.27  8.27 
Circuit E Totals  4,111  $109,652  $77,630  $80,615  18.88  19.61

Circuit F — Mitchell        
Armour, Redeemer  222  7,500  4,750  4,251  21.40  19.15
Chamberlain, Zion  409  –  6,795  6,913  16.61  16.90 
Delmont, Zion  172  16,000  8,000  8,000  46.51  46.51 
Dimock, Immanuel  183  18,000  7,711  13,066  42.14  71.40 
Emery, St. Peter  76  6,000  3,552  1,609  46.74  21.17 
Gregory, St. John  273  –  2,750  1,500  10.07  5.49 
Hamill, Zion  81  1,000  1,000  1,000  12.35  12.35 
Mitchell, Zion  846  29,350  14,670  14,680  17.34  17.35 
Parkston, Faith  293  –  5,100  850  17.41  2.90 
Plankinton, St. Paul  177  8,000  4,000  4,000  22.60  22.60 
Tripp, Emmaus  131  10,000  5,000  5,000  38.17  38.17 
White Lake, Trinity  125  8,000  5,345  4,770  42.76  38.16 
Winner, Christ  138  2,000  1,000  1,000  7.25  7.25 
Circuit F Totals  3,126  $105,850  $69,673  $66,639  22.29  21.32

Circuit G — Freeman        
Alexandria, St. Martin  88  –  –  –  –  –   
Canistota, Zion  230  2,500  3,324  2,281  14.45  9.92 
Emery , St. John  55  –  –  –  –  –   
Freeman, St. Paul  282  9,000  2,579  3,529  9.15  12.51 
Hartford, Trinity  143  2,500  1,250  550  8.74  3.85 
Marion, Bethesda  94  –  2,500  –  26.60  –   
Menno, Immanuel  108  4,500  2,275  2,280  21.06  21.11 
Montrose, St. John  93  –  –  –  –  –   
Parker, First English  40  2,000  644  1,788  16.10  44.70 
Scotland, St. Paul  35  1,200  600  600  17.14  17.14 
Spencer, Trinity  74  –  165  780  2.23  10.54 
Wentworth, St. Peter  168  7,467  4,596  3,830  27.36  22.80 
Circuit G Totals  1,410  $29,167  $17,933  $15,638  12.72  11.09

Circuit H — Sioux Falls        
Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  309 13,200 5,500 6,600  17.80 21.36
Sioux Falls, Christ  101  –  750  750  7.43  7.43
Sioux Falls, Faith  562  42,000  21,000  21,000  37.37  37.37
Sioux Falls, Lord of Life  201  14,490  7,245  6,900  36.04  34.33
Sioux Falls, Memorial  650  –  12,953  13,248  19.93  20.38
Sioux Falls, Our Redeemer  416  22,700  9,458  11,350  22.74  27.28
Sioux Falls, Resurrection  245  15,000  7,500  10,000  30.61  40.82
Sioux Falls, Trinity of The Deaf  39  –  –  –  –  –
Sioux Falls, Zion  710  42,000  27,500  30,000  38.73  42.25
Tea, Risen Savior  75  7,300  4,694  3,680  62.59  49.07
Circuit H Totals  3,308  $156,690  $96,600  $103,528  29.20  31.30

Circuit I — Yankton        
Alcester, Peace  122  3,000  2,157  1,729  17.68  14.17 
Avon, Zion  168  5,000  2,525  2,615  15.03  15.57 
Centerville, First English  91  2,000  1,573  1,647  17.29  18.10 
Dakota Dunes, Holy Cross  124  24,601  10,203  10,596  82.28  85.45 
Fairfax, Trinity  117  4,000  4,000  4,000  34.19  34.19 
Hurley, Zion  40  2,600  932  –  23.30  –   
Springfield, Our Savior  32  100  –  –  –  –   
Tyndall, St. John  184  1,600  –  –  –  –   
Utica, Martinus  59  1,500  1,018  989  17.25  16.76 
Vermillion, Concordia  102  –  3,000  –  29.41  –   
Wagner, St. John  239  9,000  6,750  6,000  28.24  25.10 
Yankton, St. John  1,040  –  25,091  28,420  24.13  27.33 
Circuit I Totals  2,318  $53,401  $57,249  $55,996  24.70  24.16

GRAND TOTALS  23,692  $842,725  $520,462  $517,801  21.97  21.86 

Comm. Members: Communicant membership, as of Dec, 31, 2015 per LCMS Rosters and 
Statistics


